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A RRIEF SKEICH OF THE PRINCIPAL PROTESTANT. MISSIONS TO 
THE HEATHEN. 


The command of the risen 
Saviour, “that repentance and 
remission of sins should be 
preached, in his name, among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem,” 
was the commission to his cho- 
sen witnesses ; and their suc- 
cessors to this day, have found 
the great head of the church, 
faithful to his promise, “ Lo I 
am with you.” — 

On the day. of penticost, the 

preachers of the gospel were 
astonishingly successful, for they 
were “ endued with power from 
on high.” Here was the crown- 
ing evidence of the divine lega- 
tion of Jesus of Nazareth. Here 
was demonstration. ‘The same 
day. three thousand souls were 
added to the christian church. 
_ The persecution which broke 
ont in the martyrdom of the 
undaunted Stephen, scattered 
the preachers of Jesus (who 
thus became the first christian 
missionaries to the heathen) in 
surrounding countmes ; and the 
conversion of the young, learned 
gnd warm hearted Saul of Tar- 
Vol, 1. No. 12. 


&f 
hearers were carnal, 


sus, presaged the conversion of 
the world. 

The apostles and thiesh assed 
poraries, were not wanting in 
zeal to execute the full extent 
of their commission, But their 
The wea- 
pons of these heralds of redemp- 
tion, were not carnal, but mighty 
through Gop. Here their suc- 
cess. lay-—--a Paul planted, an 
Apollos watered, but God gave 
the increase. Hénce as many 
as were ordained to eternal life 
akin others blasphemed and 
thrust them out of their cities. 

The evangelists and other 
ministers of the gospel, contin- 
ued the spread of truth, till 
the whole Roman empire at 
least, it is believed, heard the 
glad tidings of salyation. The 
pale of the church continued 
to enlarge, more or less, for sev: 
eral centuries ; but in the time 
of the strength of Popery, the 
missionaries became rather the 
creatures of the “ man of sin,” 
than the ‘messengers of Jesus ; 
and used rather the weapons of 
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carnal policy, than the sword of 
the spifit, the word of truth. 
Then it was, that superstition 
triumphed, and darkness. pre-e 
vailed, yea moral darkness that 
hardly admitted the vision of a 
star inthe firmament. Here and 
there, however, a Waldo, a Huss 
and a Wickhff arose. But Lu- 
ther, Calvin, Zuinglius, Cran- 
mer, Knox and their cotempora- 
ries, in the sixteenth century, 
by the blessing of God, with the 
force of truth, shook the papal 
throne to its centre. 

These remarks prepare the 
way for a brief sketch of the frot- 
estant missions to the heathen. 

{The age of the reformation 
was alsothe age of discovery. } 
The reformed church, made but 
few attempts to evangelize the 
heathen for nearly two hundred 
years. Several churches, how- 
ever, were gathered among the 
inhabitants of the East Indies in 
those places. which were under 
the controul of the Dutch, some 
of which remain to this. day. 
And the first settlers of New- 
England did not entirely neglect 
the christianization of the aborig- 
ines of this country. The cel- 
ebrated Mr. Eliot, who was 
greatly useful in the field, used 
to say, in view of the work, 


prayers and pains through 


fuith in Jesus Christ would do 
any thing.” But regular ‘mis- 
sionary societies appear not to 
have been formed till the eigh- 
teenth century. That century 
was opened by the formation of 
the “society for promoting 
christian knowledge ;” And 
ended by that wonder of the 


world “ the British and Foreign 
Bible society. 


In 1705, a mission was sent 


from Denmark, under the pat- 


ronage of the Danish king, to 
Tranquebar, on the Coromandel 
coast in the Last Indies. The 
venerable Zeigenbalgh was one 
of the first missionaries from 
Denmark. He laboured with 
considerable success and finished 
a translation of the scriptures in 
the Tamul language, in 1719. 
And ended his useful labours by 
death. the next year. He was 
followed by upwards of fifty other 
zealous and learned men under 
whom the mission prospered, 
and was enlarged. In 1809 the 
establishment contained above a 
thousand communicants, and was 
under the direction of the Rey. 
Mr. John, who, with his assist- 
ants, were chiefly supported by 
their own labours and the pres- 
ents of the society for promo- 
ting christian knowledge. Of 
late years, the mission has not 
been enlarged owing to the want 
of pecuniary assistance from 
Denmark. And. it is presumed, 
that the management of this 
mission, will hereafter depend 
upon the English societies, as 
the latest accounts mentioned the 
death of the Rev. Mr. John. 
The society for promoting 
christian knowledge, sometimes 
known as:the Bartlett’s building 
society, was formed by members 
of the established church in Eng- 
land, in.1701. This society, un- 
dertook, in part, the manage- 
ment of the Danish mission at 
Tranquebar, in 1710. But soon 
enlarged its field of usefulness ou 
the coast and in the interior. The 
chief station of this society was 


sat Tanjore. "Here the apostolic 


brethren laboured with great 
faithfulness and success. He, as 
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Well as his highly useful success- 
or, Mr. Gericke, made the cause 
of Christ his heir : each of them, 
upon their deaths, leaving all 
their property to the mission, 
by which two legacies, the mis- 
sion has been greatly assisted, if 
not wholly supported, in‘ some of 
the stations. The faithful Sat- 
tianaden, a native preacher, has 
been highly. useful in this field as 
an assistant missionary. Dr. 
Buchanan heard him preach at 
Tanjore, in 1806. He was then 
advanced in years, and his black 
locks had grown grey. The 
humber of natives belonging to 
this missionary establishment, in 
1809, was nearly twelve thous- 
and. | 

The next, in order of time, is 


the missions of the United Breth- 


ren or Moravians. These were 
begunin 1732. “ At present it 
appears that they support about 
thirty missions, in which one 
hundred and fifty missionaries 
have the care oftwenty thousand 
converts. Their most flourish- 
ing missions are those in Green- 
land, Labrador, Antigua, St. 
Kitts, the Danish West India 
Islands, and the Cape of Good- 
Hope. The others are in Upper 
Canada,in the United States, on 
the Muskingum, and among the 
Creeks and Cherokees, in south 
America, in and near Surrinam, 
in Jamaica, in Barbadoes, and 
among the Calmucks, on the 
Caspian sea. At Barians Kloof, 
near the Cape of Good-Hope, 
five married and two single mis- 
sionaries reside in a settlement 
of a thousand Hottentots. The 
Moravians have no funds what- 
ever, for the support of these 


' missions, but depend upon annu- 
al voluntary contributions. Their @ with its auxiliaries, is conducted 
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expences are about twenty-si 
thousand dollars annually. The 


London Missionary Society has 
lately made a donation to aid the 
missions of the United Breth- 
ren, who find it more difficult 
than usual, since the late dreadful 
wars on the continent, to meet 
their annualexpences. 

In 1792, the Baptists in Eng- 
land formed a missionary socie- 
ty. The Rev. Dr. Carey was 
their first, and continues to be 
their principal, missionary in In- 
dias Their chief station is 
at Serampore, about fifteen 
miles north of Calcutta. The 
establishment here is large and 
pleasant. In this place there is 
a printing press, where the 
scriptures have been, or are 
printing in fourteen different 
languages spoken in the east. 
( Translations in eleven other lan- 
zuages are going forward in the 
different stations in India.) The 
Baptists have ten churches, fif- 
teen European and fifteen native 
missionaries, and twelve other 
preachers of the gospel,and about 
four hundred communicants. 
Their mission lately established 
in the Roman Empire which 
bids fair to be permanent,: is be- 
lieved to be vastly important, as 
it opens a wide field and it is the 
first among several attempts 
which have been made or de- 
signed, that has succeeded thus 
far. The printing office at Se- 
rampore, was destroyed by five 
in 1812, but the loss has been, 
it is believed, more than made 
good, by contributions from the 
English and American churches 
of various denominations. 

In 1795 the London mission- 
ary society was established. This, 
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principaily by dissenters and is 
perhaps the largest in the world 
(at any rate it has conducted its 
missions on, the largest scale) 
Tt has sent 6ut missionaries to 
the south-sea Islands---to the west 
of Africa—to the south of Afri- 


ca—to the Coromandel coast in 


India—to the island of Ceylon— 
to Surat---to China—to Bellany--- 
to the British Provinces in north 
America—to Demarara in south 
America. and to the islands of 
Tobago and Trinidad, in tlie 
West [hdies. These miésions 
are of such importance, that 4 
more particular detail of them 


will be given. The mission to 


Otaheite or Taheite, was the 
first attempt of the London So: 
ciety. The ship Duff was pur- 
chased, arid fitted out upon the oc- 
casion---18 missionaries were left 
on the islaid—The country was 
found to be luxtirient indeed, bit 
the. inhabitants were degraded by 
profligacy, idlenéss, and crimes 
—** Like their Master,” the mis- 
sionaries ** had to preach to the 
deaf, arid exhibit their works to 
the blind:” And this uncom- 
monly so, “ for it seemed im- 
possible to convince the Taheit- 
ans of the valtie of their souls, or 
even What their souls were, as 
they coticeived them to be some- 
thing, not within them, ‘but re- 
siding in thé atmosphere, or in 
another world, ahd only visiting 
them occasionly, as in dreams.” 
But they laboured and endured 
great hardships and privations 
with little or no success, howev- 
er,asto the saving effect of the 
gospel on the natives for several 
years. In the month of July 
1812, it pleased the Lord to give 
them hopes of the conversion of 


Pomarre, the Taheitesn king. 


This is the last account. of that 


mission that has come. to hand. 
These hardy and well deserving 
servaiits of Christ, may now thank 
Ged atid take courage. May 
their hopes not be disappointed. 
Two other missions to the south 
sea islands failed of success, and 
were given up. A mission to 
the Foulah country, oti the wést- 
ern coast of Africa, undertaken 
in 1797 in conjunction with the 
Edinburgh society, also. failed 
of the contemplated _ success. 
But in 1798, the mission to thé 
south of Africa was begun, and 
has, from the first equalled, it is 
presumed, the expectations of 
its pious supporters. _ Dr, Van 
Derkenip afid Mr. Hicherer 
were amotig the first who went 
out on this mission. The for- 
mer, first visited the nation of 
Caffrees, the latter, that of the 
Boshismen Missionary societies, 
at this time, formed in Rot- 
terdam and Friesland, co-opera- 
ted in this expedition with the 
London society. Mr. Hicherer 
laboured with great success, 
among the Boshismans and other 
African nations, established sever- 
al missiohary stations for his own 
labours and those of his fellow 
heralds of the cross: Carried 
the name of Jesus, and gained 
conquests of grace among that 
savage and benighted people, 
nine hundred miles up the coun- 
try from the cape. . After he 
returned from a visit to Europe, 
he renewed his labours of love in 
a settlement as pastor of a church 
at Graaf Reinet. ” 

‘Dr. Van Derkémp found it im- 
practicable to gain a permanent 
residence among the Caffrees, 
and after several removals, but not 
without considerable success in 
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the conversion of the heathen, 
he finally established a mission- 
ary station in the colony of the 
Cape, and called it Bethelsdorf, 
or village of Bethel. Here the 
Dr. and his fellow missionariés, 
built a house for public worship, 
established schools for the in- 
struction of the native children, 
and made excursions for the 
purpose of preaching the gospel 
throughout the neighbouring 
country. The last account of 
this mission represented it to be 
in a flourishing condition. The 
number of families in the village, 
were about one thousand. T hese 
natives, who before lived a wan- 
dering and lazy life, were begin- 
ning to form habits of industry 
in cultivating the soil, and in va- 
rious useful manufactoties. On 
the lith Dec. 1811, Dr. Vander- 
kemp ended bis useful labours, 
and we trust entered into the joy 
of his Lord. He was about 60 
years of age. His place,is not, 
however, vacant. There are, it 
is presumed, at least twenty Eu- 
ropean missionaries, in the dif- 
ferent stations in the south of 
Africa. 

iThe next in order of time of 
the missions of the London‘ soci- 
ety, is the one begun in 1808, at 
Vezagapatam, a large tracing 
town on the Coromandel coast, 
483 miles north of Madrass, con- 
teining twenty thousand inhabi- 
tants—Messrs. Cran. and Des 
Granges were the first missiona- 
ries settled here. They were 
very successful in their labours 
of love among the heathen, They 


| have since entered their rest. 


Mr. Des Granges had translated 
the new testament into the Tel- 
inga language as far as the end 
of Luke’s gospel, before he died. 


In this translation, he | wag assist+ 
ed by Anandarayer, a converted 
Bramin, who continues, by the 
late accounts, to be useful to the 
mission, both in the translations, 
and in the preaching of the gos 
pel. . This mission has extended 
to three more stations, and has 
five European missionaries ems 
ployedin them: Mr. Ringletaub, 
who went out at the first, is one 
of them. 

The mission to Ceylon, was 
begun in the years 1804 and 1805, 
when four missionaries were sent 
out to that Island. Ceylon is 
one of the richest islands in the 
worlds It is 260 miles long and 
150 broad, and contains from one 
and a half to two million inhabi- 
tants. About one third of the 
inhabitants are called christians, 
but they are mostly of the Ro- 
mish superstition, Here are, 
however, some remains of the 
protestant churches established 
by the Dutch, when they had 
possession of the island. This 
mission has not been as flourishs 
ing as those on the coast. Its 
success has been impeded by the 
opposition, profanity, and vices 
of the nominal christians there. 
Such, however, have been the 
exertions of late, that, by the 
blessing of God, we hope to hear 
better things from there. soon. 

The London society attempted 
to institute a mission to Surat, a 
city of Hindoostan north of Boms 
bay, said to contain nearly one 
million inhabitants in 1804—but 
it did not succeed. Mr. Love- 
lass, one of the missionaries de- 
signed for Surat, settled himself 
in Madrass, where he promises 
to be extensively useful. 

In 1807, the society sent out 


» the Rey. Mr, Morrison to Can« 
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ton, the, chief commercial city of 
China He has at length, com- 
pleted a version of the new tes- 
tament in the Chinese language. 
“ When we consider,” say the 
directors (before the translation 
was completed) ‘« Mr, Morrison 
as. the translator of the sacred 
scriptures, the word of | life, into 
the language of three hundred 
millions of souls, we cannot but 
intreat the prayers of the whole 
society, that the great Head. of 
the charch may be pleased to 
prolong his valuable life, till he 
shall not only have completed 
the translation, but printed and 
circulated it through all the re- 
gions of that extensive empire.” 

The. society has lately estab- 
lished a mission at Bellany ; at 
which place the missionary, Mr, 
Hands, has commenced a trans- 
lation of the, scriptures. in the 
Canary language, which, in Oct. 
1811, he had completed to. the 
end of the gospel of Luke. 

The society has lately com- 
menced missions to Java and the 
Isle of France, and haye several 
more in. contemplation. 

The missions to.the western 
continent, have not. been as ex- 
tensive as those in the east. We 
have accounts. of five maissiona- 
ries sent at different times to 
Canada, and the other provinces 
in. North America, . But. the 
most. successful of their missions 
to.this. continent, is the .one es- 
tablished at Demarara in 1808, 
Demarara is a colony originally 
in possession of the Datch, but 
now under the Britishs It is sit- 
uated on the northern coast of 
South America, and is supposed 
to contain a hundred thousand 
inhabitants. The accounts from 


this: mission, have been highly» 
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gratifying. Mr. Wray, the first 
missionary, laboured principally 
among the negroes. In his let« 
ter dated Nov, 1808, he writes, 
“ Our new chapel was opened 
in September and called Bethel 
chapel. About 700 people as- 
sembled together on the occa- 
sion, I preached from Luke 
xix. 9, “ This day is salvation 
come to this house.” The num- 
ber of whites about fifty. Such 
a scene as this was never beheld 
in this country. Truly ‘the 
ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God.’ The mis¢ 
sionaries sent to the islands of 
Tobago and Trinidad, have,. ts 
appearance, been greatly useful, 
but the one at Tobago has lately 
been removed to another station. 

The society have in contem- 
plation, a mission to the Greek 
nations; and sent out Mr 
Bloumfield to reside on the 
tsland of Malta in order to ac- 
quire the modern Greek. lan- 
guage as well as the Italian. He 
was in 1812, preaching the gos 
pel very successfully in Malta. 
But he has since been removed 
by death, much to the grief of 
the society and to the inhabitants 
of the island—-It is presumed 
this field will not be ee 
hy the society. 

In the year 1797 the Edin- 
burgh missionary society was 
formed. We first find them | 
co-operating with the London 
society in their projected mission 
to the Foulah country in Africa: — 
After this had failed and Mr. 
Brunton, their missionary, had 
returned to Europe, this society 
directed its attention to Tartary 
in Asia. Mr. Brunton and Mr. 
Patterson ih 1812, sailed for Pe- 
tersburgh, and, travelling thro” 
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Russia, a journey of 1400 miles, | 


effected a settlement for ‘them- 
selves in Harass, on the frontiers 
of the Russian empire in the 
Circassian ‘country, among a 
nations between Eurgpe and “In- 
dia. Here they settled and be- 
gan their labours by translating 
the scriptures into the Tartar 
language. The number of mis- 
sionaries has since been increas- 
ed, and, by means of a printing 
press which has been sent them, 
they have nearly completed the 
new testament in the Tartar lan- 
guage. Their success in the 
hopeful conversion of the natives, 
the most of whom are Mahom- 
etans, has been small. But the: 
appear to be gradually opening 
the way for a wide spread of the 
gospel among that enslaved and 
depressed people. A missiona- 
ry society at Rotterdam, has also 
aided in this mission. 

In 1800 the society for mis- 
sions in Africa and the east, was 
formed in England by members 
of the established'church. This 
society has, besides aiding other 
missions, directed its attention to 
the natiens who speak the Susoo 
language in Africa; which opens 
a large field in the country con- 
siguous to the colony of Sierra 
Leone. Two or three — set- 
tlements have been made by 
the missionaries in that country, 


‘and the children of the ‘natives 


are instructed in schools upon 
the Lancastrian system. This 
society have ‘sent out two miis- 


_sionaries to settle i: New Ze- 


land, and by the late accounts, 


they have sent, or are about send- — 


ing, two to the Island of Ceylon, 


and two to Tranquebary the old 
Danish ate * 
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In 1810 the American Board 
of Commissioners for foreign 
miissions, was instituted. In the 
month of February, 1812, Messrs. 
Hall, Judson, Newell, Nott and 
Rice were ordained at Salem, to 
the work of the ministry; hav-. 
ing been previously prepared un- 
der the direction of the Board, 
and soon sailed for India; where 
they arrived the same year. 
They were kindly received by 
several individuals in India, but 
very much perplexed’ by the 
government, which had never 
been friendly to the spread of 
the gospel among the natives. 
Several very interesting letters 
have been received from these 
missionaries, which® have exci- 
ted great attention in this coun- 
try ; but none more’so than the 
one from Mr. Newell, giving an 
account of the death of Mrs. 
Newell who died in the Isle of 
France, Nov, 30,°1812. The 
life of this celebrated woman has 
been read, it is presumed, by 
most of us, and her name and 
character will long be remem- 
bered by us. From the last’ re- 

ort of the committee of the 

oard, it appears that their mis- 
sionaries had not fixed “upon ‘a 
permanent settlement in’ India. 
But itis presumed, that’ we shall 
soon hear that they also have an 
open door to preach the gospel, 
where the European missiona- 
ries have so successfully Jaboured | 
under’ nearly the same embar- 
rassments from the gevernment : 
For in the late renewal of the 
charter of the East India com- 


‘pany, the house of Parliament 


have’ specified, ‘that christian 
missionaries shall not be hinder- 
ed in their exertions to spread 
the gospel among the natives in 














360 


their dominions. | Such was the 
interest excited on the subject in 
England, that nine hundred ‘pe- 
titions, signed by nearly half:a 
million names, were laid before 
the house of Parliament on the 
occasion. A number unprece- 
dented in the history of the Eng- 
lish nation. , 7 

Messrs. Rice and Judson have, 
since their arrival in India, left 
the service of the Board and con- 
nected themselves with the Bap- 
tists at Serampore. “Mr. Rice 
has since returned to America, 
but calculates to go out again to 
India, under the patronage of the 
Baptists of this country, who 
have lately instituted several 
foreign mission societies. 

At a late session of the pru- 
dential committee of the Amei- 
ican Board, it was resolved to fit 
out a mission to Ceylon; and 
Wednesday the 2st of June, 
1815 was appointed the day for 
the ordination of Messrs. Rich- 
ards, Poor, Bradwell, Warren, 
and Meigs, the young’ men that 
have been for some time under 
the care of the Board. : 

The preceding is a brief and, 
it is feared, imperfect sketch of 
the principal protestant missions 
tothe heathen. But enough is 
here exhibited to animate: the 
christian world to greater exer- 
tions. The church appears to 
he opening her eyes to the sub- 
ject of evangelizing the heathen. 
She does not, however, shut her 
eyes upon the destitute at home. 
But considering the vast major- 
ity of mankind, who are yet un- 
der degrading idolatry, abject 
stiperstition, Mahomedan . delu- 
sion, or Popish darkness, “we 
have, as yet, done nothing, Let 
thy kingdom come, blessed Im- 
MANUEL. RAHAN. 


Remarks on the slechin® Disciples. 


able riches of Christ. 
this they were full of error, their 
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REMARKS UPON THE SLEEPING 
DISCIPLES. 


The disciples of the Lord Je- 
stis Christ were excellent, though 
imperfect, men. They were at- 
tached to his person with the 
strongest affection, and possess- 

| the most perfect confidence 
in his wisdom, goodness, and 
power. Though they had very 
imperfect conceptions of his real 
character, and of the great design 
of his appearing in our world, 
they seem never to have doubted 
his integrity, or to have question- 
ed his wisdom—Still. they were 
weak, illiterate and ignorant men, 
full of prejudice and error—Such 
men were selected to preach the 
elad tidiags of salvation to a per- 
ishing world, and, in the strength 
of the Almighty, to go forth, to 
triumph over the boasted -wis- 
dom, power, and ‘philosophy of 
mankind——They were to subdue 
prejudices the most inveterate, 
and bring sons and daughters to 
God, from @ world lying in guilt. 
These “ earthen. vessels’? were 
selected “ that the excellency of 
the power might be of God, and 
not of man’’—-that it might be 
evident, that it was not by hu- 
man wisdom and might that men 
were converted to the religion of 
the cross, but altogether of God. 

It was not until after the as- 
cension of the Lord, and the gift 
of the Spirit, that their minds 
were enlightened unto the knowl- 
edge of the truth, and they were 
prepared to preach the unsearch- 
Before 


expectations were confined to 
the world.” They waited fora 
temporal kingdom, and anticipa- 
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ted the splendout of an earthly 
court, the authority of temporal 
power, instead of persecution, 
the property of outcasts and the 
tortures of Martyrdom. 

* Their fidelity and zeal, whén 
instructed into the mysteries of 
that “ kingdom which was not of 
this world”—shave already been 
rewarded with thrones in slong 
and are the pattern of all the 
followers in the faith, patience, 
and promises of the gosfiel.” 

While the characters of the 
disciples have been held in the 
highest veneration by the chris- 
tian church, and exhibited as ex- 
amples, there is’ one transaction 
recorded in the scriptures which 
most christians have united to 
lament and censure—It has been 
considered as an instance of great 
hardness and stupidity unworthy 
of the disciples of the Saviour 
in the hour of his glory and 
passion. 

“ And he came out and went us 
Ae was wont, to the Mount of Ol- 
ives, and his discifiles also follow- 
ed him. And when he was at the 
jilace he said unto them pray that 
ye enter notinto temptation—And 
he was withdrawn j‘rom them 
about a stone’s cast, and kneeled 
down and prayed, saying, Father 
tf thou be willing remove this cup 
from me NEVERTHELESS NoT MT 
And 

there afifeared an angel unto him 
from heaven strengthening him ; 
and being i in an agony he firayed 
more earnestly and his sweat was, 
Gs it were great drofis of blood 
falling down to the ground. 4nd 
when he rose uft from firayer and 
was come to his discifiles he found 
them SLEEPING FoR Sorrow. 

Many very respectable com- 
Mentators, and among the rest 

Vol. 1. No, 12. 
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Scott, suppose that the disciples, 
in sleeping on this occasion; be- | 


trayed a great want of sympathy: 
and sensibility, and discovered 
the most reprehensible indiffer- 
ence and stupidity at the suffer- 
ings of their Divine “Master. 

But to me it appears that the 
memory of the sorrowful Disci- 
ples should not suffer such an im- 
putation. Their conduct on this 
occasion appears to evince a ten- 
derness of attachment, an ardor 
of affection*never equalled. The 
very “weakness of their flesh” 
seems to demonstrate “ the wil- 
lingness of their sfirits” Let 
us consider their circumstances, 
Their master had been celebra- 
ting his supper, and taking his 
farewel of his mourning family. 
He had assured them, that he 
was now to be torn from them, 
by the arts of treachery and the 
arm of power—That the relation 
which: he had sustainee towards 
them was soon to be violently. 
sundered—He was going to ig- 
nominy; to suffering and death— 
The souls of the disciples were 
filled with = sorrow----—Their 
grief was overwhelming. It 
had now, on this most memo- 
rable night, arrived to its greatest 
extent—-Excessive grief is nsual- 
ly followed by. an. irresistible 
propensity to sleep. Many per- 
sons have been preserved from 
immediate death in a paroxysm 
of sorrow .by profound. sleep. 
Dr. Rush, in his inquiries into 
the diseases of the mind, men- 
tions, that sleep is an almost 
inevitable consequence of exces- 
sive grief. .“ I have often” he 


remarks “ witnessed it even in 

MOFHERS immediately after the 

death of a child. Criminals, we 
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keeper of Newgate in Lon- 
don, often sleep soundly the 
night before their execution.” 
The son of ‘General Custine 
slept nine hours the night before 
he was led’ to the guillotine in 
Paris* These facts and many 
similar ones that might be men- 
tioned, will serve to vindicate the 
disciples of our Saviour from a 


want of sympathy with him in. 
his sufferings. They slept du- © 


ring his agony in the garden, 
because “their flesh was weak” 
and in consequence of “ sorrow 
having filled their hearts” —This 
conclusion appears to be strictly 
just and to remove any censure 
that has been: attached to these 
weeping disciples --It isstrength- 
ened by the facts recorded by 
the evangelists—It does not ap- 
pear that Jesus censured thers 
When he came to them he found 
them sleeping, and he saith 
unto Peter “ sleepest thou ? 
couldst thou» not watch one 
hour!” And when he returned 
he found them asleep, for their 
eyes were heavy. And he com- 
eth a third time and saith unto 
them, sleep on now and take 
your rest THE SPIRIT TRULY Is 
READY, but the flesh is weak. 

if the above explanation is 
correct there are three important 
results from it, which we are 
bound seriously to consider. 

1. The disciples of our Divine 
Saviour are vindicated from a 
dreadful chargee—Howevet im- 
perfect they were, they do not 
appear to have wanted sincere 
effection for the person of their 
Master, or real sympathy for his 
sufferings. They, who knew 
him best and possessed the most 


* Rusn oN THE mIND, page 319— 
Philadelphia edition, 1812, 


favourable opportunities to be 
acquainted with his- amiable and 
perfect character, loved him with 
the greatest ardour, and entered 
into his sorrows with all their af- 
fections—Their sorrows during 
his agony, their consternation at 
his arrest, their grief at his cru- 
cifixion and burial all show how 






ched to him. For him they 
rsook every worldiy good—In 
his service they spent their lives, 
followed by persecutions and of- 


thtnched and tenderly they were | 


ten suffering the severest priva- . 


tions, and nearly every one of 
them were martyrs for his cause, 
and sealed their testimony to the 
perfection of his character and 
gospel, with their blood. “Could 
sich men be destitute of sympa- 
thy? Were they the unfeeling 
witnesses of his agony? = 

3. This subject may assist us 
to discriminate between the invol- 
untary actions of good men and 
those which are sinful “© A ‘wil- 
ling spirit” is sometimes over- 
come by “ the weakness of the 
flesh.” ~ Actions clearly involun- 
tary, are not sinful although they 
appear so. Christian charity 
will be eager to discriminate and 
slow to censure. Bad men often 
appear detfer than they are, and 
good men worse | 

For want of this discrimination 
we often do great injustice to the 
motives and characters of good 
men. It is a great attainment to 
be able to judge correctly of 
others when we must form an 
opinion of them—The charity of 
the gospel, and an intimate ac- 
-quaintance with our own hearts 
will, generally, make our opin- 
ions just as well as benevolent. 

3. The next inference which 
we draw from this subject, we 
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acknowledge is extremely deli- 
cate and should be adopted with 
the most cautious wisdom. It is 
this, good men are some times dia- 
tressed for actions which are real- 
ly involuntary and blameless. 
The human heart is ever ready 
to excuse its sins, and often en- 
tertains the most madequate con- 
ceptions of Ms guilt. Even chris- 





tians too frequently attribute establishment of the Theological 


P Sema at Princeton, has not 


their sins to, weakness of the fle 
which are chargeable only to the 
“ corruptions of the Aeart.” But 
when the mind is enlightened, & 
the conscience is discriminating, 
jealous of sin and vigorous in its 
operations, it some times. hap- 
pens that good men charge them-. 
selves, and are often charged. by 
ethers with guilt in those actions 
which do not possess a single 
moral quality, and to which blame 
or praise cannot be attached. In- 
voluntary actions are clearly of 
this description. 

This inference may be abused; 
it. is not intended, however, to 
give the shadew of an excuse 
for sin. Let us always be care- 
ful to discriminate accurately be- 
tween those actions which are 
decidedly involuntary, and those 
which spring from our criminal 
negligence and eeerey 

A, S. 


f —— 


For the Columbia Magazine. 


FemMALE CEntT SocieiteEs. 


Among theinteresting features 
by which the period in which we 
live is distinguished, charitable 
institutions is one of the most 
remarkable. Benevolent Socie- 
‘ties have multiplied with asto- 
nishing rapidity, and there is 
scarce an important. object, to 
«which their exertions have not 
been directed. 


Within a few months the fe- 
males,of the Presbyterian Church, 
partaking largely in that opera- 
tive zeal and benevolence which 
characterize christians; have for- 
med themselyes in various con- 
eregations,into CEnT SOCIETIES, 
and devoted their funds to the ed- 
ucation of poor and pious youth, 
for the gospel ministry. The 


only red: to the church the 
meané of supplying their wants in 


» the “living word;” but it-has awa- 


kened the church to a deep sense 
of duty. It was soon found that 
although there were many hope- 
ful youth who desired to avail 
themselves ‘of the privileges of 
the institution, and devote them- 
selves to the gospel ministry, still 
the pressure of poverty would 
entirely prevent them. The ve- 
ry excellent Professors commu- 
nicated this fact to the Directors, 
and they to the General Assem- 


bly. ‘Fhis body in the session of | 


1814, recommended to the Pres- 
byteries to take measures to form 
in the various congregations in 
which it was practicable, Female 
Cent Societies, with the view of 
devoting the sums which should 
be raised to the interesting pur- 
pose of supporting those poor & 
pious youth who wished to enter 
the ministry. 

This recommendation has 
been respectfully and promptly 
attended to by many of the Pres- 
byteries through the U. States, 
The Presbytery of Columbiz, in 
their session at Catskill, in 1814, 
enjoined it upon the ministers, 
elders and people of the various 
congregations, to exert them- 
selyes to form such socictics, 
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At the late session of Presby- 
tery in. Salem, information was 
received that several societies 
were formed, and some of them 
in operation, The subjoined let-. 
ter from the society in Lansing- 
burgh, and the answer of Pres- 
bytery, are preserved in this place 
to exhibit the feelings of the 
Church and the Presbytery upon 
this important subject. Let all 
remember that if such societies 
were formed in, all those’ places 
where they might be, that#they 
would furnish abundant means 


mising youth who wish to. give 
themselves to the sacred employ- 
ment of winning souls to, right- 
eousness,. The tax which is thus 
imposed is scarcely felt, and is of 
the utmost importance, It is 
but a drop in a f/ace, but it. is a 
river together which “ refreshes 
and makes glad the city of our 
God.” lf such, societies were 
general, there would no longer 
be a * famine of the word of God.” 
These societies embrace females 
only. This is a circumstance 
which should rouse our Mothers 
and. Daughters to animated exer- 
tions. Surely the gospel should 
receive the most prompt assist- 
ance from that sex, that it has 
exalted and_ blessed, and..whose 
constant effect is to honor womap, 
and place her in the most. inte- 
resting and useful situation in so- 
ciety. Women may participate 
largely in this exalted charity of 
diffusing the gospel, and by their 
benevolent exertions emulate 
their most zealous brethren, and 
be “ workers together with God,” 
| Ep. 


Fema Cent Bic cy: 






for the education of all the pro- 





Ave, 


To thé Moderator of the Presby- 
tery of Columbia, | 

REVEREND Sir, ml late 

In the month of November 
last, our reverend Pastor com- 
municated ta the Females of his 
congregation in this village, the 
recommendation of Presbytery, 
which had been approved by the 
session of the Church, for the es- 
hment of a Cent Society, in 
of such students as are pursu- 


nd their theological studies at 


Princeton, under the patronage 
of the Presbytery. In conse- 
quence of which, we met and a- 
dopted a constitution, one article 
of which is in the words follow- 
ing, viz: “ The sum which shall 
be at the expiration of every six 


_months, in the hands of the Trea- 


surer, Shall be forwarded to the 
Moderator of the Presbytery of 
Columbia, to be di of te 
the particular benefit of such stu- 
dent or students in divinity, as the 
Presbytery shall judge proper.” 
In compliance, therefore, with 
my duty as Treasurer of this So- 
ciety, I transmit to you the sum 
of Forty-T wo Dollars & Seventy- 
Five Cents, the receipt of which, 
you will please to acknowledge. 
, lam,Sir, : s 
With the highest esteem 
Your obedient serv’t, 
SALLY WaLBRIDGE. 


ANSWER. 

The Presbytery of Columbia 
acknowledge with pleasure the 
receipt of Forty-T'wo Dollars and 
Seventy-Five Cents from the 
Female Cent Society of Lansing- 
burgh. They take this opportu- 
nity to express their grateful ap- 
probation to the Ladies compo- 
sing that Society, for the very 
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respectful and early attchtion 
which they have paid to their 
recommendation. They are 
happy to express their satisfac- 
tion in witnessing exertions so 
honorable tothe, Ladies and so 
useful to the cause of religion. 
The Presbytery congratulate ther 
society which they have the 
honor to address, upon the inter-» 
esting prospects which are ope 
ing to the Church from the p 
ous and benevolent exertions of 
similar institutions, within the 
bounds of our community. 

The zeal and exertions of the 
mothers and daughters of our Is- 
rael, while they have animated 
our labors and encouraged our 
hearts, have been the means of 






introducing many pious and pro-» deterniination of Jehovah to vin-~ 


Mising youth into our churches, 
who, without the kind attention 
of bendepient females, would nev- 
er have*preached the “ unscarch- 
@dle riches of Christ. 

The Presbytery wish the Soci- 
ety the favor and blessing of God, 
—~that he would repay them the 
dews of his grace, and give them 
the pleasure of beholding his 
kingdom extending, by the means 
of their laudable and well directed 
charity. 

I have the honor, in behalf of 
the Presbytery, to be your very 
respectful and obedient serv’t, 

JOHN CHESTER, 
'... Moderator. 
Session of Presbytery at 
Salem, June, 1815. 





The history of Divine Provi- 
dence furnishes innumerable 
fs of the infinite evil of ‘sin, 

and of the design of God to pun- 


ish it with severity. Although 
the wicked sometimes escape 


Set 


from immediate destruction in 
this life, still there are instances 
of the indignation of God so ma- 
nifest as’ not to be mistaken, and 
are calculated to alarm trans- 
gressors, and assure them of the 
inevitable ruin which will come 
upon the ungodly. There is not 
a more common sin than Sabbath 
breaking, and there can be no one 


. more hostile to true morality and 
~ the best interest of men. Men 


must respect that commandment 
whicli guards the sanctity of the 
Sabbath and throws a shield be- 
fore it, or they will never grow in 
grace or be: prepared for heaven. 
While every serious reader will 
be alarmed at those awful visita- 
tions of wrath which evince the 


dicate his law, they will lament 


‘the prevalence of a sin which is 


so destructive to the interest of 
religion and society. The fol- 
lowing remarks wére offered to 
our notice by one of our respecta- 
ble patrons, to whom we tender 
our grateful acknowledgments. 

Ep. 

From the Weekly Recorder, Chili- 
cothe, [Ohio,} June 21. 


Remember the Sabbath Day to 
keeft it Holy. 


Much has been said and writ- 
ten on the reasonableness, impor- 
tance and usefulness of this pre- 
cept—That it is a reasonable and 
very moderate demand of him, 


‘who gave us all our time, to re- 


quire the exclusive appropriation 
of one seventh part to his own 
service, is too evident to require 
argument to support it-—-That it 
is essential to the well being of 
men, when only viewed as citi- 
zens of this world, even well in- 
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formed Deists frankly acknow- 
ledge, who often promptly join 
with Christians in. making laws 
to inforce the observance of the 


‘Sabbath. But all who are Chris- 


tians indeed, viewing men in this 
world as probationers for an eter- 
nal state, know that, if they are 
net, while here, growing up into 
a meekness for the inheritance of 
the saints in light, they are pro- 
ceeding in a course dreadfully op- 
posite, and are therefore becom- 
ing daily more and more fit#fuel 
for everlasting burning. They, 
therefore, not only think it an im- 
portant and indisputable duty to 
devote that day to holy purposes : 
but also consider it as a precious 
privilege to have one day in sev- 
en, in which they may be éccupi- 
ed in the school of Christ, to the 
exclusion of all necessary world- 
ly business, in acquiring know- 
ledge, habits and dispositions, 
that may qualify them for that 


glorious and rapidly approaching 
state, in which all their enjoy- 


ments and employments will be 
completely holy, or in other 
words, prepare them for a per- 
fect and incessant Sabbath. 

As the Sabbath breaker is guil- 
ty, not only of disobeving the laws 
of God, and of his country, in all 
Caristian lands ; but of the abuse 
of a precious privilege, his crime 
is exceedingly aggravated, and 
there is, perhaps, no crime a- 
gainst which the great and right- 
eous Sovereign of the universe 
more frequently manifesis. his 
implacable indignation, even in 
this world. Notwithstanding all 
this, it is a lamentable truth, that 
must sorely wound the heart of 
every lover of God and man, that 
a large portion of the inhabitants 





of our country spend the Sabbath 
much,worse than any day in the 
wecek——<levoting it either to actu- 
al mischief, dissipation, and in- 
temperance ; or at besf, to idle 
amusements, which would be cri- 
minal on.any day. 

. On Sabbath, the 4th instant, a 
man, living on the Ohio River, ir 
the vicinity of Manchester, hav- 
in the morning purchased a 
, his wife proposed to make 
a voyage of pleasure, invited her 
father, mother and brother to par- 
ticipate, who having consented, 
they all, together with. the three 
only. children of the young pair, 
went on board ; and having near- 
ly spent the day in amusement, 
they returned to shore... But be- 


«fore they had fully landed, one of 


the company proposed to proceed 
a little further ; which, after some 
altercation, was agreed 40; and 
they put out from land but a very 
small distance, when a tree from 
the ‘shore fell across the skiff, and 
wrecked or overset her, so that 
the man, his wie, her father and 
two of the children (5 of the 8 
who were in the skiff) were 
drowned, and the rest, it seems, 
very narrowly escaped. It is be- 
lieved by attentive observers, that 
9 of 10, if not 19 of 20, who are 
drowned in the Ohio, are drown- 
ed on the Sabbath. 

Scarce 8 months have elapsed 
siace a young man, a hireling, 
who had beer but a short time 
engaged in business in Manches- 
ter, expressed himself much re- 
joiced at the néar approach of the 
Sabbath, boasting of the pleasure 
which he expected to enjoy on 
the river, when that day should 


arrive—Accordingly, on Sabbath - 


morning, he seemed quite impa- 
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tient to have breakfast over, that 
he might commence his contem- 
plated pleasure. He, therefore, 
as soon as he had taken early 
breakfast, betook himself to the 
* Tiver, and was, perhaps, not half 
an hour gone, until he was drown- 
ed, within a few paces of the 
shore ; though, it seems, he va- 
lued himself asa dexterous swi n 
mer. 3 
But although God, by the ¢ 
ful dispensations of his Provi- 
dence, is often verifying the truth 
of the frequently repeated, and 
dreadful threatenings of his word, 
and thereby warning poor sinners 
of their danger, as it were at the 
expence of their fellow sinners, 
they, as though stupidily msensi- 





ble of all these things, and madly 


bent on theirtown destruction, re- 
fuse to be admonished, and there- 
fore persist in their destructive 
course. 
' An OBSERVER. 


a 


On “Running tS Ofiening the Mail 
‘on the Lord’s Day. 


Last winter the table of Congress 
was filled with petitions from every 
part of the U. States, praying that 
alaw might be passed, preventing the 
transportation and opening of the 
Mails on the Lord’s Day. The Post- 
Master General, to whom these peti- 
tions were referred, reported unfavor- 
ably, and no law was passed. In the 
Report, which the Post-Master-Gene- 
ral sabmitted to Congress, it was men- 
tioned that the war in which the coun- 
try was then engaged, made it neces- 

sary to transport the. Mail: but that 
this necessity would cease when Peace 
should be'restored. 

_ A merciful God has given peace to 
our country, and the friends of reli- 
oy are rae sirculating petitions 

r the suppressio mn of this flagrant 
and unnecessary” Violation of the 
‘Lord’s Day. “i, 





Those who oppose these petitions, 
have never met their friends on the 
ground of duty and the scriptures. 
They would trapsport the Mail not 
because it is right, but becaure it is ex- 

edint. The amount of the argument 
s, that a wicked action is justified by 
its: good cousequences, that “ the end 
sanclifies the means.” . The fact is, 
however, that the transportation and 
opening of the Mails upon the Sab- 
bath, is sinful, unnecessary, inexpedi- 
ent and ruinous to morals. 

There are but few places in the U. 
States where it is thought important 
for the Mails to be received on the 
Sabbath. _ In most of the towns and 
villages where it is stopped and open- 
ed, it has no other benefit than to 
bring the newspapers, which are read 
with avidity, to the utter exclusion of 
the appropriate duties of the Lord’s 
day. There is not even the shadow of 
an excuse for this indecent and .mmor- 


al practice. The plea of its necessity 


on aecount of business, is palpably 
sophistical. If the Mail is withheld, 
no one is benefited by early informa- 
tion with respect to the markets, and 
all have equal opportunities to per- 
sue their avocations. Besides, this is 
a sordid, selfish consideration. The 
law of God is infinitely above all 
worldly considerations, and it is het- 
ter to be beggars im this world, than 
to be lost in another. All arguments 


for the violation of the Lord’s Day, 


are destroyed by the positive, unre- 
pealed command of God, “‘ Remem- 
BER TE SaBBATH DAY TO KEEP IT 
HOLY.” 

The following Report of a Commit- 
tee of the General Assembly, ow this 
subject, is a very able production, 
and is worthy of serious attention. 
We hope it will engage the notice of 
our readers, and that after reading it, 


they will all join in signing the petition 


to Congress to stop this unnecessa- 
ry, dreadful sin. 


“Your committee to whom was 
referred a petition cotmmunicated 
by the committee of overtures, 
requesting a renewed application 
to the Congress of the United 
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States, with respect to the viola 
tiens of the sabbath occasioned by 
the transportation and opening of 


the mail on that sacred day, beg - 


leave to report, that it is the opin- 
ion of your committee that no ex- 
ertions which can be made for 
promoting the sanctification of 
the Lord’s Day can exceed the 
importance of the object. 

A due observance of this insti- 
tution of our holy religion, is the 
characteristic signature by which 
God has distinguished his people. 
and which he has instituted as a 
covenant sign of their relation to 
him. His institutions, it becomes 
us to remember, are not useless 
forms. They have their founda- 
tion in the nature and constitution 
of things; we cannot, therefore, 
give up the sign without renoun- 
cing the blessing thereby signifi- 
ed. Were this grand pillar of 
the Christian fabric removed, the 


whole building would soon fall to’ 


the ground. The powerfulinflu- 
ence of that day is even now 
scarce sufficient, as we have many 
melancholy proofs, to support 
the cause of truth and vital piety ; 
who then can but foresee the dire- 
ful consequences of being depri- 
ved of its privileges ? 

These considerations receive a 
peculiar weight at the present 
time from. existing circumstan- 
ces. Itis doubtless well known 
to many members of this body, 
that great exertions are making 
in various parts of the Union, and 
particularly in the Eastern States, 
for promoting the due observance 
of the Christian Sabbath. To 
these efforts there are many ad- 
versaries; and if this opposition 
remein armed with national au- 
thority, and this Assembly, who 


first raised the standard of truth, 
and invited their brethren to the. 
glorious struggle, also forsake 
them; the prospect is, that the 
Sarees of iniquity will be 
again forced open, and a far great- 
er inundation follow. These cir- 
cumstances imperiously urge to 
the measure stated in the petition. 
‘what encouragement, some 






application after such a refusal? 
Your committee are of the opin- 
ion, that the very act of petitioni 

will have no small effect, both to 
animate the friends, and to weak- 
en the enemies of this cause. 
But this is not our only hope. 
Shall we forget that God has the 


entire controul of the hearts of . 
men, and that those who faithful- 


ly pursue the path of duty may, 
with confidence, rely upon his 
aid? Nay, we are encouraged to 
the re-application, by the terms 
in which the refusal of our form- 
er request was given. ‘The rea- 
son having ceased to exist on 
which that refusal was predicated, 
as far as we have confidence in 
the sincerity of our rulers, so far 
we may extend our confidence 
that they. will now give due 
weight. to our remonstrances. 
How indeed can we doubt the 
countenance of those in this. cause, 
who-declare it to be their belief, 


“‘ That public policy, pure morali- | 


ty, and undefiled religion, com- 
bine in favor of a due observance 
of the Sabbath ?” However weak 
the practical influence. of | this 
truth may be found, we cannot 
coubt but that it is the language 
of conviciion. The grand expe- 
riment by which God pe tg 
monstrating to mankind the ¢e- 
structive nature of infidelity, with, 


say,can we have to renew our | 
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regard to society, must force open 
the eyes even of the blind, to see > 
the fatal tendency of sin, especial- 
ly in republics, which are founded 
on the principle, that the law is 
the supreme power. A free go- 
vernment, therefore, in which ex- 
isting laws have lost their effica- 
cy, presents to view a govern- 
ment in which the supreme au- 
thority liés prostrate under the 
feet of the lawless and disobedi- 
ent. In producing this most un- 
happy state of society, the first ef- 
fects of iniquity will be exerted 
to silence those laws and regu- 
lations which most powerfully 
counteract the depraved feelings 
of the heart; which tend to 
strengthen the moral sense ; and 
which remind men of their ac- 
countability to that tribunal from 
which there is no appeal. If, 
therefore, the main-spring of mo- 
ral instruction and moral feeling, 
is found in a due sanctification of 
the Sabbath, to destroy its influ- 
ence, to them’so irksome, will be 
the first effort of the sons of Beli- 
al. The spirit of infidelity, which 
united itself with the French re- 
volution, intuitively pursued this 
course. Her first and most fatal 
blow was directed against this sa- 
cred institution. By a successful 
effort here she silenced at once 
the batteries of truth, and opened 
the way for the unrestrained prac- 
tice of her future enormities. To 
suppose that our rulers will not 
be influenced by truths so plain, 
and of which they have avowed 
their conViction, is to suppose 
them destitute, not only of the 
fear of God, but of political wis- 
dom, and even willing to plunge 
themselves, their friends, and fa- 
@iilies into all the horrors of an- 
Vo}. 1. No. 12. 


archy, and unrestrained licen- 
tiousness. ‘Wherefore, 

Resolved, ist. That the Gene- 
ral Assembly recommend to all 
the churches and societies — in 
their connexion, to petition the 
Congress of the United States, 
that such arrangements may be 
made as may prevent the trans- 
portation and opening of the mail 
on the Sabbath day. 

2ndly. That it be, and it hereby 
is, earnestly recommended to all 
the Presbyteries under the care 
of the General Assembly, to adopt 
speedy measures to induce the 
Societies within their respective 
limits, to circulate petitions. on 
the subject, and having circulated: 
them for signature, to transmit 


them to Congress by the jirst day ~ 


of January next. 

The ‘committee appointed to 
prepare a draft of a petition to 
the Congress, on the subject of 
the transportation and opening of 
the mail on the Sabbath, reported 
the following, which was adopt- 
ed: viz. 

The ‘undersigned, inhabitants 
of and state of 

beg leave to repre- 
sent to the honorable the Senate 
and House of Representatives of 
the United States, in Congress 
assembled, That, in the opinion 
of your petitioners, the transpor- 
tation and opening of the Mail on 
the Sabbath Day, is inconsistent 
with the proper observance of that 
Sacred Day, injurious to the Mo- 
rals of the Nation, and provokes 
the judgments of the Ruler of 


Nations.. We perceive, from the . 


report of the Post-Master Gene- 

ral, at your last session, on this 

subject, that it is his opinign, thes 
X x 
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ST7@ Directors of the Theological Seminery. 


when peace shall arriz ey the neces- 
sity of carrying and opening the 
Mail on the Sabbath Day, «il 
§reatly diminish. While, there- 
fore, we congratulate you on the 
return of peace, we approach you 
with confidence, and beseech you 
to take this subject into your se- 
rious consideration, and énact 
such Jaws as you, in your wisdom, 
may deem necessary, for the re- 
moval of this evil. And we, your 
petitioners, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray, &c. 
——P> + Se 


TwectocicaLt SEMINARY. 


At a late meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. It was unani- 
mously resolved, that in future 
the Directors of the Theelogical 
Seminary should be classed so 
that ene third of the number 
should go out every year, instead 
of electing the whole number 
once in three years. This year 
the time for which the Directors 
were elected expired, and the 
following Ministers and Elders 
were ¢lected and classed : 


MINISTERS, 


For Three Yeare. 

tev. Ashbel Green, D. D. 

William Neill, D. D. 

John M‘Dowell, 

James Richards, D. D. 

John B. Romeyn, D.D. 

Robert Finley, 

Jacob J. Janeway, D. D. 


ELDERS. 
Mr. Robert Ralston, 
Dr. John R. B. Rodgers, 
Mr. Samue! Bayard. 


‘ 


For Ti0 Years. 


Rev. Gardiner Spring, 
Andrew Flinn, D. D. 


David Comfort, 

John Lk. Latta, 

Samuel Blatchford, D. D. 
James Hall, D. D. 
I’rancis Herron. 


Mr. William Haslett, 
Divie Bethune, 
Robert Lenox. . 


For One Year. . 

Rev. John Woodbull, D. D. 

Asa Hillyer, 

Jonathan Freeman, 

Henry Dwight, 

James Inglis, D, Dv 

James Blythe, 

John Chester. 


Mr. John Wilson, 
Dr. John Vanclere, 
Mr. Zachariah Lewis. 


— 


Trenron Morat Socteryr. 


On the 12th of May last, the 
inhabitants of Trenton, in Oneida 
county, met by previous notice, 
to form a Moral Society. On 
the occasion the Rev. David Har- 
rower, A. M. delivered a sermon 
which has lately been issued from 
the press of Menruitt & Camp, 
Utica. 

This Sermon is founded on 
5th verse of the Ist chapter of 


Isaiah. “ Why should ye be strick-- 


en any more?” It is a solemn, 
judicious and appropriate dis- 
course. Qur limits will not per- 
mit us to notice it particularly, 
but we cheerfully recommend it 
to those, who desire to see the 
duty of exertion in suppressing 
vice, judiciously and nobly urged. 
A constitution was adopted and 


the following persons elected of-: 4 


ficers for the ensuing year. 
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BazaLeE. Fisk, President. 

Sern Cor, Sec’y. & Treas. 

Daniel Ward, Jaius Dodd, 
James Davis, Wm. Hubbard, R. 
Hopkins, Lemuel Barrows & G. 
Wolcott, Esquires, prudential 
Committee. 


Re ne 


BERKSHIRE Morat Society. 


We have seen a very interest- 
ing Pamphlet from this highly 
respectable Society,and by which 
it is reduced to demonstration, 
that institutions of this descrip- 
tion, are» highly beneficial and 
practicable. We are sorry not 
to present the whole pamphlet, 
our pages were occupied before 
it was received. We take the 
liberty of recommending it to the 
friends and foes of Moral Socie- 
ties. To the first, that they may 
ve encouraged, and to the second, 
that they may be confounded, 
confuted, ashamed and penitent. 

We give the following ex- 
tract from the report of the exe- 
cutive committee, as shewing 
their own view of their success, 
and of: their future prospects. 
The committee appear to be fully 
convinced of the usefulness of the 
institution, and to possess a very 
commendable zeal, as well as 
wisdom and discretion, in persu- 
ing their noble design. Eb. 


Extract from the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Berkshire Society 
for the Promotion ef Good 
Morals, make the following re- 
port... 

AFTER a free conversation 
upon the subjects which come 
within the views of the Socicty, 
and a particular inquiry into the 
proceedings of the auxiliary So- 
cieties, and the effect of those 
proceedings; it appeared to the 


Moral Secieties. 


Sf Ik 


Committee that much good has 
already resulted from the estab- 
lishment of the County Society 


and the Societies auxiliary to it ; 
especially in the partial, and in 
some towns, the almost total sup- 
pression of travelling upon the 
Sabbath. The Committee are 
convinced that the friends of the 
institution haye great reason to 
be encouraged, that their united 
and persevering exertions, will 
do much toward effecting a gen- 
eral reformation of morals in the 
County. A reformation upon an 
extensive scale, cannot be effect- 
ed without the ce-operation of 
many individuals. The Com- 
mittee would congratulate the 
friends of the Society, that many 
individuals in the different sec- 
tions of this County, are exerting 
themselves to promote the ob- 
jects for which the Society was 
instituted; and the degree of suc- 
céss which has already attend- 
ed their exertions, abundantly 
proves, the beneficial influence” 
of the Society, and shows how 
much more may be effected by 
still greater and more widely ex- 
tended exertions. 

The Committee are heppy in 
being able to state that since the 
formation of this Society, sixteen 
auxiliary Secicties have been es- 
tablished in the following towns 
in this County—Sheffield, San- 
disfeld, Ous, Lee, Stockbridge, 
Tyringham, Becket, Lenox, 
Pittsheld, Richmond, Peru, Dal- 
top, Windsor, Hinsdale, Laness- 
borough and Williamstown. 

Though some of these Socte- 
ties have done more than others 
toward promoting the institution, 
yet their favorable infinence 1s 
visible in all the towns in which 
they are estabiished., 
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“Mr. Armour, an English 
schoolmaster and preacher, la- 
bors statedly among the nominal 
Cingalese Christians, whose lan- 
guage he speaks fluently, and al- 
20 among the country Portu- 
guese. He is paid by govern- 
ment. 

* Gen. Brownrigg, the present 
Governor of Ceylon, is about re- 
establishing the native schoals 
thoughout the island: But it is 
almost impossible to find natives 
properly qualified for school- 
masters, and quite as difficult to 


make them attend to their duty 


without some person constantly 
to overlook them. 

“ The Honorable and Rev.Mr. 
Twistleton is principal of all the 
schools, and Mr. Armour and 
Mr. Errhardt are employed un- 
der him to visit and examine the 
schools at stated periods. 

“ The language spoken all 
over Ceylon, except in Jaffna, is 
Cingalese. Their sacred books 
are written in Pali, a dialect of 
Sungskrit. This is also the sa- 
cred language of Burmah. 

«“ The religion of the Cinga- 
lese is Boodhism, the same that 
prevails in Burmah. Boodh is 
their supreme god ; but I believe 
they admit the gods of the Hin- 
doos in general. In the great 
temple of Matura, the -fountain 
head of this religion, I saw an 


image of Boodh, 40 feet in length, 
in a reclining posture, asleep! 
The walls of the temple were 
covered with paintings of devils 
of the most frightful appearance, 
with horns on their heads, and 
flames of fire coming out of their 
mouths. The feeble-minded 
Cingalese worship these malig- 
nant demons, through dread of 
their power. It is common to 
sacrifice a cock to them, to ap- 
pease their anger. 

“ In the province of Jafina, 
which is in the north of the isl- 
and, the Tamul language is spo- 
ken. It isthe same as. the Ta- 
mul of the adjacent continent, 
which is spoken from Madras to 
Cape Comorin, by eight or nine. 
millions of people. 

‘“« The ivhabitants of Jaffna are 


Malabarians, who have emigra-_ 


ted irom. the continent. They 
are followers of Brahma, and 
have a famous. Hindoo temple a 
few miles out of the town of Jaff- 


na. The number of inhabitants © 


in this district, is about 120,000. 
The district is about 40 miles 
long and 10 broad. It is the 


most populous and fertile part of 
the island. | 


“ Mr. Palm, the missionary, 
in 1805 fixed his residence at 
Tilly. Pally, in the centre of the. 


district, had made considerable. 


progress in the language, and. 
had opened a school for the in-, 
struction of the native youth, 
when the ill health of Mrs. Palm. 
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rendered it necessary for 
him to remove for a season to 
Colombo for medical aid and a 
change of air. Mrs. Palm died 


in Dec. 1812; and Mr. Palm,’ 


having no missionary associate to 
comfort and support him in his 
solitary station at Tilly-Pally, ac- 
cepted an invitation to become 
pastor of a Dutch church at Col- 
ombo. His connexion with the 
London Society has since been 
‘dissolved. . 

“ The central parts of the isl- 
and have never been conquered 
by any European power. . They 
maintain their independence un- 
der their native princes, and are 
very hostile to all Europeans. 
Foreign missionaries could not, 
with safety, venture into the ter- 
ritories of the king of Candy. 
All white men who are found in 
his dominions, are seized and 
carried to the king, and are ci- 
ther put to death, or made pris- 
oners for life. But if the chris- 
tian religion be firmly establish- 
ed on the sea-coast, it must of 
course, spread into the interior. 
Native preachers could be sent 
with safety to any part of the 
island. 

“ Although I considered Cey- 
Jon a very eligible field for mis- 
sionary exertions, and in great 
need of missionaries, yet as long 
as there remained any hope that 
the brethren would be able to 
continue in Bombay, I thought it 
best for me to hold myself disen- 
gaged, and ready to join them 
the moment tlieir case was de- 
cided. Tivis was also their opin- 
jon|and advice, that. of the two, 

bay was the more important 
place, and, alsa, that wherever 
we settled, it was both for the 
interest of the mission and for 
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our own comfort and usefulness, 
to be together. .1 did not, there- 
fore, take up the language of 
Ceylon, but continued the study 
of those, which would fit me for 
Bombay. 

“ August 18. I received a 
letter from the brethren, which 
almost destroyed the hopes L had 
entertained concerning Bombay. 
the following is an extract from 
it : 

“ We are thrown ‘again into 
great suspense, after having felt 
almost certain of obtaining the 
object of our wishes. It isrow 
nearly a month since the goverr 
nor mentioned to Dr. Taylor his 
fears, that he should be obliged 
to’ send us to England; though 
he has not the least doubt of the 
purity of our motives, nor of the 
character of our Board, than 
whom, he says, he knows there 
are not better men in the world.” 

“ The governor did expect 
some directions concerning us 
from Bengal. But even should 
they not come, he still feared he 
must send us away. So we are 
still continued in very painful 
suspense. We continue the 
study of Mahratta, and intend to 
pursue it at any rate. And even 
should we go, we shall make 
provision to continue it, with the 
hope that God might hereafter 
open the way for our return. [ 
hope you are pursuing the Hin- 
doosthanee, which I very much 
wish I understood.” 

‘‘ This was from brother Nott, 
dated Bombay, July 18, 1813. — 

“From the contents of this let- 
ter, I was led to consider their 
continuance at Bombay very 
doubtful, and having ascertained, 
that they would be received by 
the Ceylon government and al- 
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lowed to settle in this island, I 
immediately wrote to them, and 
invited them to come away from 
Bombay without loss of time, and 
to accept of a certainty in Cey=* 
lon, rather than, by attempting to. 
continue any longer at Bombay, 
to run the tisk of being sent to 
England. I urged my request 
by the consideration, that if they 
were sent to England, they would 
not, in all probability, be allowed 
to return from thence to India ; 
but would be sent to America as 
prisoners of war, and by this 
means our mission might be to- 
tally defeated, as I should in that 
case, stand alone, and on account 
of the heavy afflictions I had suf- 
fered, I felt unable to attempt 
any thing as a solitary individual. 

** In case we should settle in 
Ceylon, we were all pretty much 
of the opinion, that Jaffna would 
be the most eligible spot, on ac- 
count of its vicinity to the conti- 
nent, and because the Tamul, 
which is the language of Jaffna, 
is spoken by eight or nine mil- 
lions on the continent. As I 
now considered it highly proba- 
ble, that the brethren would be 
obliged to leave Bembay, and 
that they would come to Ceylon, I 
thought it desirable to visit Jafi- 
na, in order to ascertain the fe- 
cilities which it affords for the 
prosecution of our work, before 
we absolutely “xed on that place 
for our station. I accordingly 
made my wishes known to the 
governor, and obtained leave of 
him to proceed to Jaffna for that 
purpose. 

‘“ Aug. 28. I took passage in 
a small coasting vessel, bound to 
Madras by the inner passage be- 
tween Ceylon and the continent. 
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“ Sept. jst. I landed at Kiil- 
lecary, between Cape Comorin 
and Ram-nad; and passed “is 
land along the shore about £0 


_miles to Point Tonnitory, from 


which I passed over the channel’ 
to the island of Ramisseram.’ 
The .vessel lay several days in 
the channel, waiting for a favour-' 
able ‘opportunity to pass over 
Adam’s bridge, a chain ef rocks, 


which can be passed only in calm» 
weather, and when the vessel is — 


lightened of its burden. 

“ During this delay, I had a’ 
favourable opportunity for ma- 
king observations end inquiries 
respecting this interesting place. 

‘«* Ramisseram has, from time 
immemorial, been a celebrated 
seat of Hindoo superstition, and 
the resort of thousands of pil- 
grims from ali parts of India. 
There are three seasons in the 
year, I believe January, March, 
and July, when the pilgrims 


come in immense numbers from’ 
the south of India, and many’ 
even from the upper provinces. 


It was now September, but even 
at this season, there were every 
day Jarge companies of pilgrims 
coming and going. There is an 
idea of peculiar sanctity attached 
to the place, and to the famous 
psgoda or Hindoo temple here. 
“ Sept. 3d. I went up to the 
pagoda in the centre of the isl- 
and. The way was paved with 


hewn stone for many miles —: 


There were tanks, or pools of 


water, for bathing, and piaces for’ 
the refreshment of the pilgrims’ 


every half mile. The way was 
thronged with people going and 
returning. 1 passed by large 


droves of horses and mules load-" 
ed with rice and other provisions, 
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an offering for the use of the 
temple. ‘fhe pageda is an im- 
mense pile of building, standing 
ona square of about an eighth ofa 
mile. There are thousands of 
people, of both sexes, attached 
to the temple, ‘and maintained 
by its funds, in idleness, luxury 
and vice. I was allowed to en- 
ter and walk around in what may 
be called the outer court; for 


there are certain limits which 


none but a Hindoo can pass. [ 
asked one of the Brahmans 
which was greatest, the temple 
of Juggernaut, or this of Seeb ? 
He replied that the Pagoda of 
Ramisseram was the greatest 
and most sacred of all the Hin- 
doo temples. As a proof of 
which, he said there was no other 
temple where cast could be re- 
stored when lost ; but the Brah- 
mans of Ramisseram could re- 
store cast. 

The Brahmans requested me 
to make an offering to the god of 
the temple; they said it was 
customary for all strangers, who 
cameo visit the temple. [ told 
them that their god and mine, 
were not the same. They said 
there was no difference. I told 
them that their god was confined 
to the temple, and could not 
move out of his place; my God 
was in the Heavens, and could 
do whatever he pleased. | 

“ Ramisseram' was recom- 
mended to me, by Sir Alexander 
Johnstone, as an elipible spot for 
a mission, on account of the cel- 
ebrity of the place and the great 
resort of pilgrims there. It was 
on this account, that I made it, in 
my way, to Visit it, as I was go- 
ing to Jaffna. 

“Sept. 5th. I sailed from 
Ramisseram, and on the 7th arri- 
ved at Jaffna. 
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“ Mr. Twistlaton had given 
me letters of introduction to the 
principal persons in the place, 
and on my arrival, I was invited 
to the house of N. Mooyart, Esq. 
with whom I centinued during 
my residence in Jaffna. The 
day after my arrival, I walked 
out to Tilly-Pally, the late. resi- 
dence of Mr. Palm, the mission- 
ary ; about 10 miles from Jaffna 
town. — és 

“The mission house was shut 
up, the roof had fallen in, and 
every thing around was going to 
decay. Ata little distance stood 
the ruins of the old Dutch 
church, of which nothing re- 
mains but the walls and pillars. 
Here the gospel was once preach- 
ed to a congregation of about 
2000 natives. Now it is hardly 
known, that christianity was once 
the religion of this place. 


“ There is but one congrega- 
tion of protestant, native chris- 
tians in the district and that is in 
the town of Jaffna. Except a 
few thousands, who are princi- 
pally Roman catholics, the pres- 
ent generation are all idolaters. 
The Roman catholic priests have 
taken possession of the vineyard, 
once cultivated by this Dutch 
clergy, and almost all, who chose 
to retain the christian name, 
have gone over to them; but 
the great body of the people are 
the followers of Brahma. 


“Inthe townof Jaffna, there 
is a congregation of protestant, 
native christians, under the care 
of the Rev. Christian David,* a 
native of Tanjore, and a pupil 
and catechist of Mr. Swartz. Ble 
is a very capable man, and much 


* This man is mentioned with hor- 
eur by Dr. Buchanan. 
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engaged in plans for the instruc- 
tion and improvement of the 
people in that part of the island. 
He has lately obtained permis-+ 
sion of the governor to erecta 
free school in Jaffna, in which a 
number of native youths are to 
be supported at the expense of 
government and trained up for 
school*masters, afterwards to be 
employed in the native schools, 
avhich the governor is adout to 
re-establish in the district of 
Jaffna. 

‘‘ There is a religious woman 
at Jafina, a Mrs. Schrawder, of 
Dutch extraction, who is very 
useful to the natives and half 
casts, particularly to the rising 
generation. She keeps a school 
for children of both sexes, and 
on Sabbath day she keeps a 
meeting, which was originally 
intended for children and persons 
of her own sex, but which is 
now attended by great numbers 
of the people in Jaffna of all de- 
scriptions. In these meetings 
she reads the scriptures in Dutch 
and expounds in Tamul or Por- 
tuguese, which she speaks fluent- 
ly, and which are’generally un- 
derstood here. She, also, leads 
in the devotions of the meetings, 
und conducts the whole with 
great propriety and modesty. Is 
this a violation of the apostolic 
prohibition? J suffer not a wo- 
man to teach, &%c. She was-first 
induced to engage im these exer- 
cises by the advice and persua- 
sion of Mrs. Palm, who was a 
woman of uncommon piety and 
energy of character, and dida 
great deal of good during her 
residence in J.ffna. 

“ Except this woman and Mr. 
David, there is no one in this 
part of the island to instruct 


these people. What a field is 
here for missionary exertions! 
Here is a little province, which 
the soldiers of Jesus once won 
from the god of this world and 
addea to the dominions of their 
Lord. The people of God pos- 
sessed but a little while. The 
prince of darkness has regained 
it, and reigns in full power over 


these 120,000 souls. Here isa | 
work for 120 missionaries, And 


there is every facility here for 
spreading the gospel among 
these pagans. The bible; and 
many other religious books, have 
already been translated into Ta- 
mul, the. language of these peo- 
ple, and a supply of bibles and 
testaments, has lately been pro- 
vided by the Colombo Bible So- 
ciety and sent to be distributed 
among them. but there is no 
one to say unto them, Hear the 
word of the Lord. The gover- 


nor is desirotis, that these hea- 
thens should be instructed, and. 
would patronize and encourage © 


every attempt of this nature, the 
people, though heathens, have no 
peculiar objections tothe christian 
religion. Here missionaries may 
labour with perfect safety ; the 
people will not molest them— 
the government will protect 


them. QOnthese accounts, there. 


is, perhaps, no portion of the 
heather world, which possesses 
so many advantages for spread- 
ing the Gospel as this. How 


desirable, that a number of faith- - 


fal and zealous missionaries 


should be sent together with the. 


bible, to this people. 
“ Mr. David wished me to 
represent to the Board of Com- 


missioners, the needy state of 


this part of the island, and the 
faciliues for evangelizing the 


tl 


a. a ee ee. ee ee ee a 


ae 


ae mk Cll eee at  lCUctkc st eet te OetktlUre: he CORe 








1915.) 


people, and to request, that when 
they have a missionary to spare, 
they would send him to Jaffna. 

-“ Sept. 5th, sabbath day. To 
day 1 preached in the Dutch 
church in the fort of Jaffna, to 
the sol¢iers, and civil and milita- 
ty officers. Some Dutch peo- 
ple, who understood English, al- 
so attended. 

** I continued to preach every 
sabbath while I was at Jaffna. 
I read the church service in 
compliance with the wishes of 
the people. 

-“ As I did not entirely give 
up the hope, that the brethren 
would be able to continue at 
Bombay, and that I might here- 
after join them, I determined 
for the present, to continue the 
study of the languages I had com- 
menced, and, accordingly, bro’t 
my . Hindoosthanee moonshee 
with me from Colombo. I was al- 
so in hopes of finding at Ramisse- 
ram a Brahman who could teach 
me Mahratta, but .in this I did 
not succeed. 

“Sept. 19th. I received a 
letter from the brethren at Bom- 
bay, confirming the Intelligence 
contained in the last, and saying, 
that they were actually to be sent 
to England on the Caarmarthen, 
which was to sail early in Ccto- 
ber. They advised me to make 
Bombay my object, and said it 
was their intention to return from 
England to Bombay, if practica- 
ble, and as soon as possible. I 
wrote to them, urging them to 
save themselves from being sent 
to England by coming immedi- 
ately to Ceylon. 

* Oct. 20 and 21. I received 
letters yesterday and to-day from 
-the brethern, informing me that 

the Caarmarthen was to sail a- 
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bout the 20th of October, that 
she was to touch at Point de Gal- 
le, and that it was their intention 
to leave the ship and stop in Cev- 
jon. 1 doubted whether they 
would be able to effect their 
wishes ; but I thought it impor- 
tant to have an interview with 
them, even if they were -sent to 
England, that we might perfect- 


ly understand each other respect- 
ing our future plans. 


“ Oct. 22d. I set off from 
Jaffna to go over land, three hun- 
dred miles, to meet the brethren 
at Point de Galle. I was obliged 
to go in a palanquin, the only 
mode of journeying in this part 
of the world. : 

“ Most of the way between 
Jaffna and Colombo is either a 
barren heath or a desert, filled 
with wild elephants, wild hogs, 
bears and tygers. ‘Travellers are 
obliged to carry all their provi- 
sions with them,even to the ar- 
ticle of water. My train con- 
sisted of fourteen persons, twelve 
for my palanquin, and two for my 
baggage. I travelled in the 
night, as is usual, on account of 
the heat of the day, when you are 
obliged to rest. My bearers, car- 
ried torches, and kept up a great 
noise to keep: off the wild heasts. 

“JT have given a particular 
description of the mode, in which 
I travelied, without any conceal- 
ment or reserve. I know it will 


excite surprise in America to 


hear of a missionary’s travelling 
in this manner. I mentioned it 
on purpose that I might explain 
the necessity of it. There is in 
fact no other way of journeying. 
There are no stages, no private 
carriages, no horses to be had, 
to go more than a few miles.—— 
Even those who have carriages 
Yv 
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do not use them for journies on 
account of the badness of the 
reads and the weakness of the 
horses. Walking in this country 
is extremely datigerous.* 

“ Oct. 29th I arrived at Colom- 
bo, having been a week on my 
journey. 1 found, on my srrival, 
a packet of American letters 
whicly had arrived for me during 
my absence from Colombo— 
They came by the Alligator, had 
been sent round from Calcutta to 
Bombay, and from thence to ‘Co- 
lombo. These were the first 
Jetters I had received from home 
since I left America. They 
were welcome indeed ; but they 
made me sad as well as joyful. 
A large packet came for Mrs. N. 
from those dear, affectionate re- 
Jatives and friends, who are never 
to receive an answer from her. 
O may they be supported under 
this trial. | 

“Nov. Ist. I proceeded to 
Galle, where I expected the 
Caarmarthen had already arriv- 
ed, as she was to sail about the 
time that'T left Jaffna. 

“ Nov. Sd. I reached Poimt de 
Galle. The Caarmarthen had 
not arrived. 

* Nov. 8th. A cruiser arrived 
from Bombay, by which I learnt, 
that the Caarmarthen sailed on 
the 26th ult. direct for England, 
and that the missionaries, who 
were to have been sent in her, 


disappeared several days before. 


her departure, and were not to be 
found. On receiving this intel- 
licence I retarned to Colombo. 
Having been at great expense in 


* The expense of this journey 
vas only’ 62 dollars and 50 cents, 
as afipears by Mr. Newell’s pecu- 
niary accounts. Ke. 


coming irom Jaffna, 1 dismissed 
all my bearers, except four te 
carry back the empty palanquia. 
I attempted to walk back to Coe 
lombo, 80 miles. I got a fever 
in the way, from which I did not 
recover for more than three 
months. 

“ Nov. 19th. I received a let- 
ter from the brethren dated at 


Cochin, in which they informed 


me, that when it became certain, 
that they were to be sent in the 
Caarmarthen, and having ascer- 
tained that she would not touch 
at Point de Galle but go direct to 
England, they came to the resc- 
lution of escaping from Bombay 
immediately, and coming to Cey- 
lons. They had engaged a pass- 
age in a Pattymarr, (a small 
‘coasting vessel) to Colombo, as 
they supposed ; but it was not so 
understood by the Tindal (native 
captain) of the Soat; who refu- 
sed to proceed with them farther 
than Quilon, a place on the Mala- 
bar coast, a little above Cape Co- 
morin. They concluded there- 
fore to land at Cochin. They had 
been at Cochin a week when they 
wrote, and were expecting Ina 
few days to proceed to Colombo. 
I communicated this intelligence 
to the Governor, and inquired 
whether my brethren, coming 
under these circumstances, would 
be received and allowed to re- 
main in Ceylon. If there was 
danger of their getting into diff- 
culty with the Ceylon Govern- 
ment in consequence of the man- 
ner in which they had left Bom- 
bay, I thought it would be best 
for them to know it as soon as 
they arrived, that proper mea- 
sures might be adopted to secure 
them from being after all seat t» 
England. 
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“The Governor replied, that 
‘he could not give any answer on 
the subject until he knew more 
Yespecting their situation with 
regard to the Bombay Govern- 
ment; but said “ they should be 
treated-with miidness.” 

Immediately on this I receiv- 
ed a letter from. a respectable: 
military officer in Bombay, a 
friend to my brethren.. The let- 
ter representd the conduct of my 
friends in a favorable light, and as 
_ I thought it was calculated to 
make an impression in their fa- 
vor, I shewed it to Mr. Bisset, 
Sir Alexander Johnstone, and 
others at Colombo ;. and I have 
reason to think it had the desired. 
effect. — Ae 

“ Mr. Bisset assured me he 
would use his influence with the 
‘Governor in favor of. my friends, 
that no decisive measures might 
be taken respecting them. until 
time should-be allowed .to make 
an_.applicatiop. to Lord..Mgira, 


the Governor General},.in their- 


behalf. The brethren were now 
within three hundred miles of. 
me, and I was hourly looking for. 
them,when. , 

“ Dec. ist, I received a letter 
from. brother Hall dated. at 
Cochin, informing me that while 
they were. at Cedhin.a Cruiser 
arrived there from Bombay, with 
orders from the Governor to take 
them and carry. them back. 

*‘ All my. hopes respecting my 


brethren were now over. Lhad: 


many doubts about the-course 
which I ought to pursue. | 
Jan. 5th, 1814. While I :was. 
thus in perplexity about the 
course which L should pursue, 
Another remarkable: turnin our 
Prospects occurred. I this day 
received a letter from the breth- 


ren, informing me that after their - 


return to Bombay they had recei- 
ved letters from Bengal, contain- 
ing intelligence favorable to their 
continuance in Bombay. . 

* Our Committee in Calcutta, 
the Rey. Dr. Carey, the Hon. 
Mr. Udny, and the Rev. Mr. 
Thomason, had applied to Lord. 
Moira in their behalf, and his 
Lordship had said that there 
could be no objection to their re- 
maining, as no, public evil could 
possibly result from their contin~ 
vance, and added, that in a few 
days the application of the Com- 
mittee would ceme.before the 
Council, and would receive a 
jublic answer. lad 

This communication. was, not 

official, but contained in a private 
letter from Mr. Thomason to the 
brethren; they hoped, however, 
that, in. case the official commu- 
nication should not come in sea- 
son, this letter of Mr. T’s would 
save. them from being. sent to 
England by the. ships then..ready 
to sail. . 
, “Jan, 7th. IL received another 
letter from. the brethzen, inform- 
ing me that they were again dis- 
Pooinie’ in their. hopes of stay- 
ing, and were under orders to 
embark for England.on the ship 
Charles Mills, which was to sai! 
in a few, days, and would touch at 
Peint de Galle to join.the fiect. 
No official communication hav- 
‘ing, arrived from Bolbal, they 
had sent Mr. Thomason’s letter 
to. the Governor, who said “he 
did not doubt that. Lord Moira 
had said what Mr..T. had writ- 
ten, but that his orders were un- 
revoked, and therefore must be 
executed.” They saw no way.to. 
escape a voyage to England. 
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“ As the ship was to touch at 
Point de Galle, I thought it 
might be possible to save them 
by an application to Governor 
Brownrigg, who-had already ma- 
nifested a disposition to shew 
them every favor, which it was 
proper for him todo. Accord- 
ingly, I addressed the Governor 
through Mr. Bisset, stating all 
the circumstances of the case, 
and requesting permission for 
my friends to landand> wait in 
Ceylon until the pleasure of the 
Governor General respecting 
them should be offiezally made 
known. 

“ The Governor and Mr. Bis- 
set were both going to Galle to 
be present at the sailing of the 
fleet. My ill health did not allow 
of my going so long a journey to 
see my friends, but Mr. B. enga- 
ged to do every thing imhis power 
to assist them in leaving the ship. 


re Ae remainder of Mr. New- 
elt’s Journal, is unavoidably omii- 
ted. | 
“ 
AcaprmicaL Honors. ~ 
Unton Cortrce has confer- 
red at the late Commencement 
the degree of Doctrcr or Divin- 
1Ty upon Rev. Simon Hoosacx 
of Johnstown, Rev. James Ricu- 
arnps of Newark, N. J. and the 
Rev. Mr. Norton of Climton. 
Columbia College has conferred 
ro r » degree upon the Rev. 
isLEY of Philadelphia, 
boa of Albany and lately of 
Baltimore. 
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DEDICATION. 

On Lord’s Day, the 13th ye 
gust, the new Brick Church in 
Kinderhook, was Dedicated to 
the Service of God. A very large 


Academical Honors, &c. 





| Aue: 


Aueee was convened and a 
on the occasion’ was de- 


raters 
livered by the Rev. Gilbert R. 


Livingston, A. M. of Coxsackie. 


Sateen eel 


To. the Editors of the Columbia 
Mugazine, 

I am directed by the Berkshire 
Association of Ministers, to re- 
quest you to make it known, 
through your Magazine, that Mr. 
Jupson PHE rs, who some years 
since was licericed by this body 
to preach the gospel, in conse- 
quence of unchristian conduct, is 
prohibited to preach any longer 
under their approbation, till he 
shall, in their view, give better. 
evidence of his qualifications for 
this great and good work. 

Tuomas PunpDERSON, 
Standing Scribe of s’d Association, 
Pittsfield, June 28, 1815. 


ee 
ay 
For the Columbia Magazine. 


“OBITUARY. 


Died, at her seat, in this city, 
on the morning of the 19th Ang- 
ust, Mrs. Exizapeta Trurs- ° 
‘ron. © A woman who dignified 


and ornamented every station 


which she sustained in life. It 
is usual to apologize when we 
praise the dead, and it is to be la- 
mented that eulogyis so often mis- 
applied—but to those who knew 
Mrs. Thurston, who were ac- 
quaifited with the sweetfiess of 
her disposition, her exertions of 
benevolence, and the ardor of her 
piety, no praise will be consider- 
ed extravagant, no encomium un- 
merited. Her death is a loss to 
society at large, for she ornament~ 
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ed and improved every circle in 
which she moved. 
of her conduct, the purity of her 
mind and her ceaseless walk of 
virtue, commanded admiration & 
respect, and irresistibly won es- 
teem and affection. Her house 
was the seat of the most genuine 
and friendly hospitality, and lib- 
eral charity. 

To her children she was every 
thing, by her émstructions, exam- 
piles and affections that the best of 
Mothers could be. . In her last 
distressing sickness, she appear- 
ed in all the liveliness of chris- 
tian resignation,—in all the tri- 
umphs of christian faith. Her 
piety began in her youth; it in- 
creased with steady lustre, like 
the shining light, until the day of 
life was past. It sustained in 
every trial—was consolation in 
every sorrow, and a firm support 
in the hour of death. : 

Mild asa saint whose errors are for- 

gwen; 

Calm asa vestal, and composed™as 

Heaven. ts 

Her sick bed afforded a lesson 
never to be forgotten, and a proof 
of the perfection of faith in the 
Lorp Jesus CuHRistT, not to be 
refuted. When her gentle spi- 
rit fled, all believed that for HER 


TO DIE Was GArn,—*“ Blessed. 


are the dead who die in .the 
Lord.” 








To: Patrons. 


This Number completes’ the 
First Volume of this Work, and 
finishes our care in conducting 
it. We take this opportunity to 
return our grateful thanks to 
those who have contributed to its’ 
pages, or assisted in its cigcula- 


The dignity. 


some effort, and now 


To Patrons. kai 


tioni We have received much 
kindness ‘tom unexpected sour- 
ces, and much neglect from those 
who promised patronage and as+ 
sistance. We are convinced that 
such a work, if well conducted, 
might be very serviceable to the 
cause of sound morals, and genu- 
iné piety; but then it must re- 
ceive the fostering caré of every 
friend to this sacred interest. It 
certainly has no high pretentions 
of any description ; but feeble as 
its claim for admiration is, it has 
not been unworthy of the object 
to which it has been seriously 
devoted. We devoutly hope, that 
some one will undertake a work 
of the kind, it? this vicinity, that 
shall be more worthy of public 
esteem, and which will receive 
more solid patronage than empty 
professions and faithless prontt- 
ses. be 
er NOTICE. 

Those indebted to this estab- 
lishment are informed, that when 
every bill is collected, there stiil 
will be a deficiency—and we shall 
have expended more than we 
have received. Every one will 
see that justice will require the 
prompt payment of every de- 
mand. We commenced this 
work without the hope of any 
other reward but that which is 
derived “from exertions to da 
good. We have conducted it with 
find our- 


selves in dedt. use no 


We sh 


arguments to persuade those who 


are indebted to pay. We have 
on hand about two hundred sets 
ofthis Magazine. © They will be 
bound and ‘Offered for sale ; in 
this way, we may yet be freed 
from debt. 
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Literary Intelligence: 
LITERARY. INTELLIGENCE. 


PROPOSALS 


BY THE REV. J. M‘JIMSEY & J. STIRRAT, FOR PUBLISHIN B 
“SUBSCRIPTION, dito 


A valuable Work by the Rev. George Lawson, 


ENTITLED 


A series of Lectures, 


ON THE WHOLE BOOK OF RUTH. 
To which are added, 


DISCOURSES 


ON THE CONDITION AND DUTY OF UNCONVERTED SINNERS ; 


On the Sovereignty.of Grace in:the Conversion of Sinners ; 
and on the,means to be used in. the Conversion 
of our Neighbours. © 
—— ED > Gee 

Tuts scarce work is deservedly heldin high esteem by all who 
are acquainted with it... The Author has occupied for many years 
the Theological chair, in the. School. of the Prophets, established at 
Selkirk, in Scotland; and has been eminently useful in preparing .a 
great number of Youth for the Gospel Ministry. He is the succes- 


sor of the celebrated Joun Brown of Haddington; whose praise is in 
all the Churches. 


The Lectures on-the Book of Ruth, are twelve in number, and: 
will be found peculiarly interesting. . They.abound in striking: ob- 
servations, drawn from the satred text, calculated to. cherish piety 
towards God, to soothe the heart under affliction, and to excite and 
strengthen all the charities of;domestic life. . They exhibit a beau- 
tiful picture of female. virtue, first struggling with adversity, shining 
in the midst of poverty, and then crowned with felicity, 

The Discourses on the. Condition and Duty of unconverted Sin- 
ners; on the Sovereignty of Grace in the Conversion of Sinners ; 
and on the means to be used in the Conversion‘of our Neighbours, 
‘will be noless useful. The subjects are highly important and sea- 
scone and are discussed in a manner well calculated to. remove er- 
roneous impressions on these topics, and to subserve the interests of 

iQ iety and truth. They shew inthe clearest light, what many either 


pose or seem to doubt, that the umconverted, ought to use the. 


means of grace. 
CONDITIONS. 
1. The work will be handsomely printed on good paper, and 
with fair types, and contain at least 400 pages duodecimo. 


2. It will be neatly bound and lettered; and delivered to sub- 
scribers, at the low rate of $1 25 cents per yolume. 
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8. Those who procure 10 Subscribers and beconie accountable 
for the subscription money, shallereceive one Copy gratis, and in that 
proportien for a greater number. 

4. Payment to be made when the pares celtzenes ; the work 
to be put to the press as soon as a sufficient number of subscribers 
shall be obtained.’ It is expected that this work will be ready for 
delivery to subscribers about the first of January next. 

Albany, June 20, 1815. 
EEE | 

We take great pleasure in offering the above Proposals to the 
attention of our readers. Formerly, Books that were offered to the 
public to be patronized by subscription, were rare and valuable 
works, too little knewn or too. expensive to be undertaken without a 
fair prospect of remuneration. At this day, travelling book-pediars 
are making a mere matter of speculation of their tie; and at the 
same time, imposing upon the public, and ruining @n henorable and 
useful business. ‘The most common and well known standard works 
are puffed with recommendations as if they had never been heard of, 
and promises made in proposals so much beyond what are fulfilled, 
that multitudes are deceived, and the cunning swindler sells an infe- 
rior edition of the same work, at a greater frice than it cost in the 
shops of our regular booksellers.. Proposals and recommendations 
are now so common, as to be a public nuisance, and speculations in 
literature have become almost as degraded as in horses. 

But there are some distinguished exceptions, and the Work pro- 


posed to be published by the Rev. Mr. M‘Jimsey.is one. The work; 
thotgh known, is scarce and valuable. It treats of a very interesting 


portion of the sacred history, and in a very able and interesting man- 


ner. The proposals are altogether medest and reasonable; From 
the source whence they are issued, there can be no doubt that the 
work will be executed as well as it is promised,and the price is very 
reduced. Mr. M‘Jimsey deserves a large subscription ; and those 
who procure this work, will have laid out their money to advantage 
and will assist a highly useful and excellent man. We have taken 
pains to procure a subscription paper, which is left at our PuBtisu- 

ER's OrrFice, where subscriptions will be receiyed, and the books 

promptly furnished.» Ep. 
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For the Columbia Magazine. 
An Extey. 


MY MOTHER. 


Scarce had my life’s sad pilgrimage commenc’d, 
And ere I knew a tender Mother’s worth, 

Ab! from my father’s fond embrace compel’d 
She fell a victim to the tyrant death. 
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Poetry: 


A. ling’ring hectic mantied o’er her cheek, |» 

And with a flat’ring glew of health deceiv’d. 
But flut’ring pulse and quiv’ring lip could speak 

To tell, that om hér heart, Consumption prey’d. 


Upon memory’s page is faintly drawn 
The sad, the solemn parting interview, 
When to her couch she call’d her little son, 
And bid her weeping friends, @ long adieu. 


Borne on seraphic wings, her spirit rose 
To join with angels in their songs of love, 
Whilst from her harp, triumphant music flows 
To swell the concert of the church above. 


O sainted spirit of my mother dear! 
Do’st thon eer visit earth and former scenes? 
About my wayward path do’st thou draw near 
To guard my way when danger intervenes ? 


O come, accept the tribute of my tears, 
As fast’ning round thy urn, my arms I lotk 
And wamber o’er the long snd lengthning years 
Simce joyfally thou did’st my cradle rock. 


When, disengag’d from earth’s bewild’ring cares 
And from this melancholy life, set free, 

Oh! may I meet thee on the heavenly shores 
And with thee spend a long eternity. 


Oh ye, my friends whose kindly hearts can feel, 
And in whose eye the glit’ring tear-drop stands, 
Come now, a heav’nly sympathy reveal 
As o’er the orphan’s fate your heart expands, 


Fre pois’nous touch of vice, my morals guard; 
. In ways of truth, conduct my wand’ring feet 
That I by love redeem’d and power preserv’d 
May in the heavens, my long lost Mother meet. 


> 


en " 




















5 


or 


“y 


oe 


Moar * hey 
th 
Pa 





% 


se 


+ 


ne 


By 
4 








